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Openness to change and to new
opportunities can lead to
the development of creative new
businesses in rural areas.




~ Support:
Helping innovative businesses to
emerge
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There is a need for business support tools that...
...allow the emergence of innovative business
ideas, experimentation and risk




A o et The guestion is
o000

How to ensure a policy environment...
that supports business innovation in rural
areas?




What do we mean by accelerators?

Help improve the success of start-up businesses

Create a structured supportive environment
. Peer to peer learning (cohort based)
. Mentoring

. Shared services (technical equipment, business support, legal
advice)

. Common space (close to, or including, a nice cafe)

. Face to face contact to create implicit and complex
knowledge spillovers

Provide access to finance (Venture Capital, but
this could also be public or corporate funds)
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A Caiesnes o Dynamic demand led approach

Mobilising the innovative potential of rural businesses ° O rga n i S e a ro u n d C h a I | e n ge S
The experience of three rural business accelerators ra t h e r t h a n S e Cto rS ( n eW
coalitions)

e Committed initiators (passion
for entrepreneurship and
innovation)

September 2017

. * Pilot and test for refining the

This case study provides practical lessons from rural business from all over
Europe: AgriEnt (in Greece), the Masterclass (in the Netherlands) and the Academy on Tour (in Belgium)* to

answer questions such as: ‘What is a rural bu: lnessncr:el rator?’; ‘How can it trigger business innovation?; and
'What are the pmctlcalmpsfarsem g up and running an accelerator programme?".
Accelerators are focused business support ppmach s tha t()mnfo hnp eriod mme()locuso n a
small number of with strong potential o to be (iii) use
networking and peer-to-peer exch g e widely (b inging g together h sinesses, advisory, research, etc.); (iv)

and (v) provide integra tdb siness support

e I  Multiple funding sources

t rp ses) Itl creasem e capa dtv dsell nfidence of nml t epre dimprove|ocalnetworks(of
etc.).

* See detailed description of the three case examples. Special thanks to Thematic Group members Potrick Pasgang

.
(Academy on Tour), Panos Madesis and Mara Tsoumari (Agri€nt) and Jan WlIIem van der Schans (Wageningen Economic .
Research).

e immediate results



 Two short presentation on rural
digital hubs & Q&A (~30min)

* Discussion in small groups (~40min)
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Discussion questions

 What are the main challenges / needs of
supporting innovative businesses in rural areas?

* How policies/ support tools can be improved to
better support innovative rural businesses?




g p— Discussion in groups
ural Development
(40min)

Choose your group:

* |'minterested in the
accelerator approach/
exchange of experience
(learning network)

* |'d like to discuss how
policies can contribute
the best to business
Innovation

* |'d like to discuss other
practical innovative
business support
approaches




*
R
l European Network for
Rural Development

Discussion questions




Some recommendations

— European Network for

A Caiesnes o Dynamic demand led approach

Mobilising the innovative potential of rural businesses ° O rga n i S e a ro u n d C h a I | e n ge S
The experience of three rural business accelerators ra t h e r t h a n S e Cto rS ( n eW
coalitions)

e Committed initiators (passion
for entrepreneurship and
innovation)

September 2017

. * Pilot and test for refining the

This case study provides practical lessons from rural business from all over
Europe: AgriEnt (in Greece), the Masterclass (in the Netherlands) and the Academy on Tour (in Belgium)* to

answer questions such as: ‘What is a rural bu: lnessncr:el rator?’; ‘How can it trigger business innovation?; and
'What are the pmctlcalmpsfarsem g up and running an accelerator programme?".
Accelerators are focused business support ppmach s tha t()mnfo hnp eriod mme()locuso n a
small number of with strong potential o to be (iii) use
networking and peer-to-peer exch g e widely (b inging g together h sinesses, advisory, research, etc.); (iv)

and (v) provide integra tdb siness support

e I  Multiple funding sources

t rp ses) Itl creasem e capa dtv dsell nfidence of nml t epre dimprove|ocalnetworks(of
etc.).

* See detailed description of the three case examples. Special thanks to Thematic Group members Potrick Pasgang

.
(Academy on Tour), Panos Madesis and Mara Tsoumari (Agri€nt) and Jan WlIIem van der Schans (Wageningen Economic .
Research).

e immediate results



